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The late Parliament not Almighty 
and Eyerlaſting : 


| Shewine, 

[That the preſent Army in their former oppoſing,and 
late diffolving of the Parliament, have done no- 
thing contrary to Law, but according to equity. 

And that the late Parliaments claim of power to do 
what they pleaſe, until theyſhould be difſolved by 
their own conſent, is long fince made void by 
their own AR 
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Exod.7,4. But Pharaoh ſhall not bearken unto you » that 1 may lay my hand 
upon Egy;t and bring ſorth mine A!mies,and my People the cbi/dren of 1ſracl 


out of the land of 'Egypt by great Judgements. 
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Tothe Reader. 


WES Here every man may ao what he liſt, there can be 
Je nothing but perpetual ſtrife and bloodſhed : To 

Wes avoid this, men chooſe ſubjettion to Government, 

= 45 a kind of Arbitration for taking up differences * Pet- 2. 

amongit them, and the leſs there ts of obligation 1}... 


buween them to abide thus tryal, the more there ts of truſt + Fox 13-12, 
which cauſe we are to ſubmit thereunto, as an ordinance of man 
approved by God , and keep Covenantthongh to our loſs. Ac ths 
Thoſe that do otherwiſe, render vain all mutuall Truſts ana 
promiſes, and by conſequence diſtroy all commerce & livelyhood, 
which is far from common honeſty, farther from Piety, worſt 
in Publike affairs, eſpecially in publike men, and moſt eſpecially 
inthe Gedly ;, to the juſtifying of ſeditions, rulnyof Nations, 
an1 making Religion Odious , All which, if the Army have 
been guilty of, they deſerve their doom. | 
Now as it ts far from my deſire to juſtifie an evil Adtion, 
(eſpecially thus aggravated, if it had been indeed evil) So 
neither was it in my thoughts to have writ any thing at all of 
ths Subject till many dayes after the Parliament was diſſolved; 
when by an unexpeited providence 1 was led unto it, though 


A 2 ; with 


To the Reader, 
with reſolntion (through grace) to be guided by truth, and mnt 
Va.15-2- {ain pretences. For if 1 may ſay that any fin is more conty, 
tomy nature then another, ( as all fins are not alike predews 
nant inevery man ) 1 think it u that of fatiton or part«akin, 
farther then I ſee ground for it, as is ſomething known 194ho( 


that are acquainted with me ; and ſo ſubmitting what i her 
written 10 cenſure, 


I remain a Servant to Trath. 


(1) 
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The Army no Uſurpers, &c. 


S332 T is pleaded by ſome, that the Authority of 
*& the late Parliament is ſtill in force, though at 
preſent interrupted, and therefore whatſoever 
SSE# Government ſhall be ſerled without them, is 
of no validity ; "The rather for chat (ſay they) there was 
an AR made at the beginning thereof, that they ſhould 
not be diſſolved otherwiſe then by their own conſent; 
For this cauſe it may be a matter of great Importance to 
the ſertlemenrof mens minds therein, ifir ſhall fully ap- 
pear that the late Parliament was by their own Along 
fince diſſolved, as to their Parliamentary power, and re- 
rained fince that time onely a ruling power, ſuch as that of 
Kings and Supream Governors, which amongſt all free 
Nations is capable. of refiſtance- and removal by. the 
People, and that the Armies under their Command had 
power to-do as much as the People themſelves, veleſ in 
Arms, mightthave done in order tothe oppoſing of Uſur- 
pation,as well in their own Rulers as others; And firſt I 
ſhall give you the ſtate of the Caſe, 

The Parliament in their declarations make as large 
Promiſes of doing great:things for thePcople,if once they 
could but ger the power into their hands, as almoſt was 
poſhble ; They are ar fiſt 2Mited with ſeveral Armics 
that make it their deſign to prolong the War, rather then 
obtain a Conqueſt , at length many gallant men/nor Soul- 
dicrs of fortune, and men of mercenary Principies) forthe 

A 3 love. 
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love of their Country, and hopes of che great things prg; 
miſcd, expoſe their lives to hazzard, for maintainingthe 
Parliament intheir dominion, follow their buſineſs with 
ſuch unceſſant pains, Vigilance and ciligence , as is with. 
out all example of any Army fince the World began, 
T hey find in every thing ſucceſs to wonder, acknowledg. 
ed by friends and enemies to be from a divine preſence, 
they have ona ſuddain reduced the whole Nation; which 
is ſcarcely done, but theſe men muſt lay down Arms, tha 
others whoſe ways tend to perſecution and oppreſſion (el. 
pecially againſt men of cheir practices & Judgements)may 
rake them vp, and reap all the {weet fruits of rheſfe mens 
lofſes, of their blood and limbs, of their precious friends 
flain in the ſervice (and the Widdows and Orphans made 
thereby) of their incomparable diligence, unexampled ad- 
ventures , Invincible courage, miſerable hardſhips under- 
cone bythem,and many other things of what moment (o- 
ever, not at all now to be ſpoken of, but they are doomed 
ro ſubmir all chis, yea and their lives, yea and their poſte- 
rities, yea and ſome things relating to their ſouls, tothe 
mercy of thoſe that they plainly perceive, do implacably 
hate them, manifeſted in this their undeſcrved cruelty, 

Theſe people have now reaſon to fear that ſuch a-bloody 
and deboiſt crue as are uſually liſted in all ordinary Ar 
mies,ſhal again be levied upon the Nation and themſelves, 
tothe Plundering and Ruining of the People;and furthe, 
that by means thereof themſelves, their poſterities andall 
men of the moſt raiſed Principles, muſt be inſlavedcothe 
wills of aGeneration, whoſe deſtruRive ways & purpoles 
are ſufhiciently manifeſted in this prodigious proceeding 
and that the future dominion will by them be ſecured 
ſuch asthey intheir kindneſs ſhall think good enoughto 
rule overthem. 


From 


(3) 
From thefe great endeavoury to remove the Militia into 


the hands of their own Creatures, whereby to be main- 
rained in ruling, how long and which way theypleaſed, and 
their not performing their large promiſes to the people in 
their firſt declarations (to the deluding of theſe men who 
would never have-undergonthe hardſhips of ſuch a bloody 
war)meerly to put the fect of ſome defigners into the Stir- 
rop,they (though required to Jay downArms)demur upon 
it, humble themſelves deeply, ſeek God ſolemnly, he re- 
wrns ſuch an anſwer, as with one heart and Soul they are 
agreed, That to lay down Arms, would be to forgo their 
truſt, 

Hereupon they ſtand it out, refiſt the Parliament, and 
fince that time upon like occaſions they ſeclude many 
members, andart laſt ( finding ſtill the ſame deſign more 
ſubtilly carryed on) they diſſolve the houſe. 

Now the queſtion is, how far theſethings, though 
otherwiſe very <quitable, yer being thus acted againſt the 
SJupream power, were fit to'be doneatall ; and if they 
were, then whether they might be done by the preſent 
my; in that capacity wherein they ſtood in relation to 
them, 


Fornotwithſtanding all chat hath been ſaid, I muſt needs , 
confeſs, that ro do the leaſt evil for obtaining the greateſt, *' 
200d, or to reſiſt the higher powers in thar ſenſe as the 1 Per. 2. 
Scripture requires obedience to them, is not in any ſort ,} 


om. 3. 


to be juſtified by honeſt men, much leſs by Chriſtians, 1,112. 


And therefore, 


Although ir is of no leſs then Divine Inſtitution, that Fx2* 
men fearing God ſhould have the government ( which n.n. z, 
many of thoſe were not) Though ſuch Magiſtrates have 74-8. 
dren of old promiſed as a great bleffing ro mankind, and,;'* 


advantage to the truth 3 Though through the late un- Exod.7. 


wonred + 


(4) 

ywonted providences, it ſcems to benow in deſign, eſpeci. 
ally here in England; though the whole Creation(ſhonly 
Mar.zz. £0 be delivered)groans under thofe Pharaoh's thar will ng 
14 lerthe Pcople receive the Goſpel, or ſetve God otheryiſe 
chen they pleaſe ; Though the late Parliament have beey 
ſo frequently attempting to infringe the liberty of the 
Godly, and that very people,by the price of whole blood 
: Sim, they were ſetled in their power, yer I ſhall not cake ſandy. 
23-17, ary from any of theſe Conſiderations, to prove cither the 
equity ofthe aforcſaid proceeding, or the Injuſtice of the 
Parliaments aforeſaid claim, but in order thereunto ſhall 

infiſt only upon theſe four Particulars. 
1. Thar the late Parliament were long fince diveſted 


of their National power. 
2. Thattheir ruling power was from a new choice of 


their own party. 
3- Thar their own party had powet to lay them aſide 

upon miſlike. 

4. Thar this power of their own party was in their Ar- 
mies. 
And firſt forthe firft, .The Parliament having declared 
againſt the King, ſtep up into his Throne, by taking upon 
them the ruling power. Sothat whereas before they were 
as the Pcople,ruled; Aſſembled onely { pro tempore) to con- 
troultheir Rulers, and make Laws for them to rule by; 
they are now the ſtanding Rulers that are ſubjcR tothe 
like controul from the Peopl: , For, Both theſe power 
they could not have at once, becauſe chere was no Lav 
for it, and it was againſt equity. 

When was there ever any Law made.that in caſe anyKing 
be declared to break his truſt by any Parliamecne,that ſame 
Parliament ſhall ſucceed him in his dominion , and y* 


not be ſubject corhe Controul of the People, as the King 
| was; 


(5) 
'wass I highly preſume ſuch a ridiculous Law as this was 
never made : and for equity, 

1. It makes che Parliament both judge and party in 
their own cauſe, whereby they may do what they will, 
2nd ſay it is well. 

2. It is otherwiſe injurious in three reſpects ; Firſt ic lays 
2 temptation upon Patliainents to declare againſt good 
Kings,that they mighe odrain their dominion. 

2. It makes good Parliaments liable to ſuſpicion for 
doing their duty againſt Kings ; and laſtly it might make 
other Parliaments negle& their duty for avoyding that 
ſuſpicion : And thus you {ce how much this double power 
is againſt equity. | 

Now ſince that claim which hath no ground either in 
Liw or equity is void z it follows that the Parliament 
by accepting of the ruling power ({ince I lay there was no 
Law, (and it wasS againſt equity) for them co hold both) 
diſſolved themſelves by their own Act, as to their Parlia- 


mentary or National Power. 
2. That their ruling Power was from a new choice of their 


own Party, 

[t the People had ſuſpeRted a meer delign in the Par- 
li2ment to gain the Kings dominion to themſclyes (and 
having ſhared a good part of the Publike Treaſure a- 
mongſt them) inthe end to make their . peace with the 
King by betraying thoſe that aſſiſted them unto his luſt, 
( which was a thing poſſible) yer if the People had been 
bound up by their firſt choice, they mult cicher have ſub- 
mitted ctothe Kings will in not oppoſing him, orto the 
Parliaments in being betrayed by them, For a medium 
betwixr Aing and not Acting cannot be found, but they 


were free from this exigency : for, 


There was no Law to conſtrain them rochulc the 
B Parliament 


('6) 


Parliament for a ruling power, who as yetI ſay areng 


more then the people ruled, that have power to controul 


encir rulers; And as there was no Law, ſother«: was ng 
eq.uy thar they ſhould be conſtrained to it apainſ 
their wills, ſince they were not ſlaves, but a free People, 
ſo that their ſubmitting themſelves to che Parliament az 1 
Ruling power, was anew choice of them to a new Office, 
and that of their own party onely,; for Royaliſts oppoſed 
ir, and Neuters paid not Contribution bur by conſtrain, 

2. Their own party had power to lay them aſide upon miſlike 

T heir ruling power being only of free gift upon liking 
from their own party, they were but as Tenants at Will, 
to be laid aſide upon miſlike, ſince their own party never 
gave them power to rule which way, and how long they 
pleaſed , and without their gift they could not haveit; and 
if it had been otherwiſe, they were in a better condition 
whenthey had Kings that were controulable. 

Again, the Parliaments party could not give the Patli 

ament an uncontroulable power though they would, for 
men are not ſole Lords and Maſters of their own lives, 
much leſs of their poſterities , and therefore cannot give 
that to others which is not their own to give. 
' Andtherefore to conclude, if I truſt another with the 
cuſtody of my goods, I may remove them upon ſuſpicion, 
much more my perſon; efpecially when TI never indented 
how long he ſhould keep cichcr z and it is no prejudiceto 
him,ſince he hath no right to any dominion over me;eſpe- 
cially if he profeſſes to aimar nothing but my good, and 
undergoes much trouble therein, which being the very 
caſcin hand, it iscleer that the Parliametts own patty 
had powerto lay them afide upon miſlike. 

0bje.. Since the Royaliſts and Neuters were reduced 


cotheir obedience, their own party could not caſt them 0 
without their conſent. Anjn- 


+ © | 

Anſw. By the ſame reafon they muſt have had the'eon- 
ſent of Ireland and Scotland in it alſo, bur eſpccially in 
dealing-with the late King,in whom thoſe Nations had in- 
tereſt as well as we 3 But I ſay there is no cquity at all thar 
thoſe who did not make choice of the Parliament them- 
ſelves as a ruling power, ſhould impoſe chem upon others. 

Laſtly, Ideny that rhe enemy were reduced rothe obe- 
dience of the Parliament as the ObjcRion ſays; for by that 
reckoning the Parliament muſt have far for ever; but they 
were reduced tothe obedience of that government which 
the Parliaments party ſhould think fir to ſer up overthem- | 


ſelves. 
objef. The removing of the Parliament was againſt 


the late Ingagement. 

Anſw. Was it at all intended by the late Ingagement 
that the Parliament ſhould fit for ever? Or did irnot rather 
refer to a being ſatisfied without King or houſe of Lords; 
and inthe abſence thereof, to be true and faithfull to rhe 
preſent government that was and ſhould be eſtabliſhed. 

Again, The Parliament men were once all bound as ſub- 
jects to obey the King, and yeras a Parliament they had 
power to refiſt himz(o every particular perſon in the Army 
or elſewhere, as private men might be obliged ro ſubmir 
unto the Parliament, and yer the Army as a joynt body. 


might have powerto removethem ; whichthatthey had, — 


will appear by whar follows. 

That this power of their own party was in their Armies. 

T har the Parliaments party had power ro remove the 
Pa:liament upon miſlike, I have already proved, and now I 
ſay that this power of theirs was in their Armies, and that 
fortheſe reaſons : 

1. Without their Armies they could not Controul cthem- | 


2. The Souldiery might intheir own defence do ir. 
B 2 3. They 


8) 
3- They area National Power,as the Parliaments her. 
cofore. re 
4. Oth: rwiſc the Milicia would tend to more hurt ther 
good. 
5. Otherwiferhe Parliament had been inexcuſablein th 
Commiſhonating of them. of 


1. Without their Armies they could not controul them, ty 
And that for three reaſons : for the reſt of the People nc 
vere, | 0' 
1. Unarmed; therefore could not ſuppreſs any reſiſtance 
that might come therein. 0 
2.Diſperled;therefore could nor debate or vote what wy 
fir to be done, nor are capable of being truſted with ſuch 
ſecrets as relate to advice abour great affairs, V 

3- Without Commiſſion ; therefore could not warrant 
their proceedings therein, h 

objet?. Such Commiſſions were received from the Par- 
liament, therefore could not be imployed againſt them. 

Anſw.lt might as well be pleaded The Parliament were 
Summoned by the Kings Writs, therefore they wereto 
obey his will 

Bur co both it is anſwered, that the King granted thoſe 
Writs, and the Parliament thoſe Commiſhons ( or ſhould 
baye done)in order to their Truſt,and not their own wills. 

2. The Soldiery might in their own defence do it. 

When Parliament men are to be choſen,if thoſe that 2p- 
pear togivein theirVores ſhould be denied the Priviledge, 
becauſe all that might come are nt preſent, there would 
benoend of things ; bur ſince thoſe that are preſent can- 
not help the abſence of the reſt, it is alwayes thought e- 
quitable they ſhould proceed without them, and not loſe 
their own freedoms through others default; who if they 
like not the iſſue,may thank themſelves. 
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Thus 


_— Ia 
Thus alſo it is in all Parliaments, Councels, Commir- 
tees, and ſuch like, wherein abſcot members are concluc- 
ed without their conſent. Now I ay, if there be ground 


for it in any caſe,much more in this;for the Armies venture 4.and 
their lives and limbs for freedom (and thar nat as Soldiers th* wp 


of fortune, bur as their deſign; )others only their mony,be-""" 
ween which there is no compariſon. Therefore they had 
noreaſon from the. abſence of others to ſubmit to their 
ownflavery, but might in their own defence reſcue them- 
ſclyes, ſince freedom was due, I ſay, tothem as well as 
others, and they had paid much more for ic then others. 
3. They are a National power as the Parliaments heretofore. 
Bya National Power, I mean a power to Ae and Co, 
whatſoever the Nation it ſelf (being preſent } might do. 
This power in atime of peace is in Parliaments,but ina 
time of War it ought to be in the Trained Bands, or ſuch 
as are worthy to be Intruſted ro ARt for them ; For ina 
time of War the National truſt js not to be put in Coun- 
cels but in Armies, (I mean the defenſive Truſt} Coun- 
cells may be diſſolved by the Adverſary or ſuddain com- 
motions, whileſt if Armics ſtand and be faithfull,the Na- 
tonis upheld ; but if Armies be diſſolved, what becomes 
of Councels? Again, what can Councels do(though they 
would oppreſs) if Armies be fo faithfull as they will not 
odey them 2 On the other ſide, what can Councels help, 
If Armics will be ſo unfaichfull as to caſt off good Rulers 
and oppreſs the People? whereas if the people themſelves 
(v7. the trained Bands) or 1.«<h as are intruſted to AR for 
them, do any of this, and there come any prejudice there- 
dy,they may thank themſclves;'or they being the People, 
| noneelſe can ſuffer by ir. 
Now that the Armies are intruſted to A and do what- 
loever the Nation or trained Bands being in Arms might 
do, is very evident : thus, B 3 The. 
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(10) 


"The Nation of England is invited to appear in , 


own defence ; the Peoples leiſure will not give Way, by 
they permit theſe to appear forthem ; and this permiſig, 
is a truſt put upon them to Ad in their ſtead. 

Thus inthe examples before, when Parliament menxx 
choſen,thoſe that are not preſent at theVoring,do bythei 
abſence permit, and thereby Intruſt the reſt ro A&fy 
them ; Thus alſo in all Parliaments, Councels and Con. 
mitrees, as is ſaid. 

Now if this kind of permiſſion be a cruſt in all oths 
caſes, why only to be excepred in this ? which is ſo mud 
the more 2 truſt, by how much mens goods and lives ar 


* more immediately concerned in Armies then in Councels 


It is evident therefore that the Armies are intruſted forth: 
People (or Trained Bands, ) to do in their abſence wha: 
ſoever they being preſent might have done, and therefor 
are a National power, ſuch as the Parliaments heretofore 
which have Authority to remove evil Rulers if they 
cauſe. 
4. Otherwiſe the Militia would tend to more hart then gui. 
It che Nation it ſelf be in Arms(or thoſe that ARintheir 
ſtead) then though the ruling power would oppreſs them, 
yet they can do nothing without the Armies, and the Ar- 
mies are the Nation whom they would oppreſs, who vil 
rather remove ſuch rulers then oppreſs themſelves; $ 
that the chic end of the Militia is to A as if they wet: 
the Nation; And therefore if the Army had not done 
that which the Nation in Arms might undoubtedly 
have done, they had overthrown the end of their own bt- 
ing, and innegleQing their duty had been more for hun 
then good. 


5 Otherwiſe the Parliament had been inexcaſable in conn! 
ſronating of ther. 
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(11) 
The lives and fortunes of a People are ſubje@ to the 


" WH Military force that is raiſed upon them , therefore the Ru- 


ling power can by no means be excuſed, if they donor 
permit the People themſelves to bethe Militia(as by their 
# Trained Bands (or if they cannot attend the ſervice)Com- 
mit it cothoſe that are worthy to be truſted, and do un- 
dertaketo AR in their ſtead, and to do for them whatſo- 
ever they being perſonally preſent might have done, who 
(as is already proved) might have reſtrained or removed 


thelate Parliament, being but a ruling power. 


By all which it plainly appears what power the 
preſent Army had to reſtrain or remove the late Parlia- 


ment, 


